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Week 2
Rick Borage
Altars & Spiritual Gates
Teacher’s Notes
I.
John 5

A.
What is the Father doing?  


1.
Are we aware of what the Father is doing?



2.
Are we like the Grandson digging holes that are not really helping?



3.
We need to see what God is doing!


B.
Jesus example.



1.
Jesus and the Father are showing us a loving example of a father 



and son working together.



2.
Jesus says, I see what He is doing, so I’m working, I’m doing what 



He is doing.



3.
A picture of cooperating with Him.


C.
One thing that God is doing, calling His people to “be set apart.”


1.
We see it with Lou Engle and his call to the church.



2.
God is calling the church to a new level of consecration, to grow up, 


to mature.  We have to be walking together.


3.
At one point in your walk with God, it might have been OK to dig 



holes anywhere in His yard, but no longer.


4.
God is taking the church into new territory.

II.
God is raising up a people.


A. 
Who understand their position before God as priests.


B.
Who are equipped to stand in the place of prayer.


C.
Who are making real impact here on the earth, affecting things in the 


realm of the spirit.


D.
Bring the influence of the kingdom of God to our community.


E.
This is the work the Father is doing, so we want to cooperate with that.

III.
Gates, doorways, entry points.

A.
As authorities in our families we need to control the gates in our home.


B.
This is one of the main reasons that we pray.

IV.
Priests at the Altar.


A.
Effective prayer begins with learning to minister to the Lord.  

B.
Come to the place of prayer, enter His presence and say, “Lord, I am here 

for You.”  


C.
Altars are a spiritual place where we come to meet with God.  We come 


for Him, to minister to Him, to hear what He is doing, to do His work.


D.
Romans 12:1 says that this is our spiritual worship, presenting ourselves 


to Him and learning to minister to His needs.

V.
What are altars?


A.
Not a physical place, but a place that you meet with God.


B.
Hebrews 8 & 9 – There is a real altar in heaven.  Rev. 8:3, 5.

C.
Altars can be a gateway for things from heaven to be brought to the earth.


D.
A place of regular, disciplined, offerings (sacrifice).  Exodus 29:37 - 46

VI.
One of the things we do in prayer is to control the gates.


A.
Close the gates of Hell, and open the gates of heaven to your life and your 

family, and your areas of ministry.

B.
It’s time to close gates that have been open to powers of darkness in our 


families for generations.


C.
When we are able to begin to do this in our community then we (the 


church) will really begin to be the salt of the earth.

VII.
Worship helps us enter into His presence.

A.
Ps. 100:4  Enter His gates with thanksgiving, And His courts with praise. 


Give thanks to Him, bless His name.

B.
Worship and Praise can open gates and invite the presence of the Lord.

VIII.
The spiritual realm is so real.


A.
Whatever is happening in the physical realm is influenced by the spiritual 


realm.

B.
Eph. 2:1 - 2.  The prince of the power of the air.

C.
I John 5:19.  The whole world lies under the power of the evil one.


D.
Eph. 6: 10 – 18.  Our struggle is against forces of wickedness in heavenly 


places.


E.
One of the enemy’s greatest strategies is that he has convinced much of 


the church that he (the devil) is not even real.
Southgate Church

www.sgcstl.com



